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village history,  and the literary knowledge   that they
must use daily,   i.e. reading   and writing letters,   etc.
They will treasure such knowledge and pass on to the
other stages. They have no use for books which  give
them nothing of daily  use.
Harijan, 22-6-'4O
Religious Education

.... there is no doubt that the vast majority of
students who pass through the Government educational
institutions are devoid of any religious instruction. ... I
know also that there is a school of thought which believes
in only secular instruction being given in public schools.
I know also that in a country like India, where there
are most religions of the world represented and where
there are so many denominations in the same religion
there must be difficulty about making provision for
religious instruction. But if India is not to declare spiritual
bankruptcy, religious instruction of its youth must be
held to be at least as necessary as secular instruction.
It is true, that knowledge of religious books is no equiva-
lent of that of religion. But if we cannot have religion
we must be satisfied with providing our boys and girls
with what is next best. And whether there is such
instruction given in the schools or not, grown up students
must cultivate the art of self-help about matters religious
as about other. They may start their own class just as
they have their debating and now spinners' clubs.
Young India, 2 5-8-'27

I do not believe that the State can concern itself
or cope with religious education. I believe that religious^
education must be the sole concern of religious  associ-
ations. Do not mix up religion and  ethics. I believe
that  fundamental   ethics is  common  to  all religions^